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December 12, 2025 
 
Status of Animas River Watershed Based Plan, funded by CDPHE 319 nonpoint source grant 
 
Mountain Studies Institute and partners have made (or plan to make) the following progress: 
 

• Participate and support: 
o Animas River Watershed Partnership Steering Committee meetings 
o Animas River Stakeholder meetings 
o Animas River outreach committee meetings 

• Characterize watershed through cartography: 
o Cartography depicted different spatial data for the Animas River watershed 
o Riparian Communities 

 Using Vexcel imagery, we are using supervised classification to delineate 
community types between tree/shrub, herbaceous, developed, etc. 

• Data collection 
o Sampling and Analysis Plan 
o Water temperature 

 Deployed water temperature sensors at five locations 
o Water quality (metals and nutrients):  

 Monthly at four locations 
 Synoptic:  

• High-flow sample event in 2025 at 15 locations 
• Low-flow (post-irrigation season) event in 2025 at 12 locations 
• Low-flow (during irrigation season) event in 2026 at 12 locations 

 Bacteria (E.coli): 
• 1 sample per week for 5 consecutive weeks at 12 locations  

 
Tasks occurring after April 1 2026 
 

• Continued participation and support in meetings 
• Identification of pollutant sources 
• Identification of potential restoration projects 
• Quantification of load reduction goals 
• Synthesize data collected under the WBP 
• Synthesize benthic macroinvertebrate data 
• Draft Watershed Based Plan 
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